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Key Issue 4: Why Do Services Cluster Downtown?
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Rubenstein, pp. 420 – 427

CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT
1. What is a CBD?

2. What are the characteristics of a CBD (amount of urban land used etc.) and why are consumer and business services attracted to them?

3. Give a brief explanation/example for each type of retail 

	Shops with high thresholds
	Shops with a long range
	Shops that serve people who work in the CBD

	
	
	


4. Why are land costs so high in the CBD?  Would you find lots of homes/apartments in the CBD?  Why or why not?

5. Why do we not see a lot telephone, electric, and cable wires in a CBD?

6. What two inventions allowed skyscrapers to be possible?  

7. Thinking about major CBD’s (New York City, Chicago, Los Angeles), how has the skyscraper transformed the cultural landscape of a CDB?

8. What two factors discourage manufacturing and residences in the CBD?

9. Besides high rent, why have many people who lived downtown moved away from the CBD?

10.  The landscape of many European CBD’s differs from many CBD’s in the U.S., Explain how and why they differ?

11.   In a short paragraph explain the section on ‘Suburbanization of Businesses’. 
