AP Psychology Unit Plan
Welcome/History and Approaches
	Block: 2, 4
	Dates: 5-10 August

	AP Course Description for the unit

AP students in psychology should be able to do the following:
• Recognize how philosophical perspectives shaped the development of psychological thought.
• Describe and compare different theoretical approaches in explaining behavior:
— structuralism, functionalism, and behaviorism in the early years;
— Gestalt, psychoanalytic/psychodynamic, and humanism emerging later;
— evolutionary, biological, and cognitive as more contemporary approaches.
• Recognize the strengths and limitations of applying theories to explain behavior.
• Distinguish the different domains of psychology:
— biological, clinical, cognitive, counseling, developmental, educational, experimental, human factors, industrial–organizational, personality, psychometric, and social.
• Identify the major historical figures in psychology (e.g., Mary Whiton Calkins, Charles Darwin, Dorothea Dix, Sigmund Freud, G. Stanley Hall, William James, Ivan Pavlov, Jean Piaget, Carl Rogers, B. F. Skinner, Margaret Floy Washburn, John B. Watson, Wilhelm Wundt).



	You should be able to do the following by the end of this unit
Describe how Psychology developed from its prescientific roots in early understandings of mind and body to the beginnings of modern science.

Describe some important milestones in psychology’s early development.

Describe how psychology continued to develop from the 1920’s through today.

Summarize the nature-nurture debate in psychology

Describe psychology’s three main levels of analysis and related perspectives.

Identify Psychology’s main subfields.

Explain how psychological principles can help you learn and remember, and do better on the AP exam.

Describe what psychologists in various professions do and where they work.

	Assignments for the Unit:  Your selection for assignments for this unit are as follows.  Please select the assignments you wish to complete in order to earn your daily grade for the unit.  See the key below to see what grade you will earn with varying levels of completion.
Complete Flashcards for all terms and people on page 26 of your text
Make examples/use in sentence, draw picture or in some way make meaningful the terms on flashcards (add to flashcards)

Score an 8 or better on the vocabulary quiz (Tuesday the 10th of August)

Turn in notes on each module in the unit (this can consist of your notes from the book, or additional notes added to the existing PowerPoint from my website.)

Complete the all module reviews and the unit review from the textbook

Find an article from a journal, reputable website, or news outlet that discusses the content of the unit.  Print a copy of the article and write a brief (under 1 page) summary of the article and how it relates AND present your article in class one day during the unit.

If you complete….          6          5          4          3          2          1          0

Your score will be        100        90        80        70       60        60       50

In addition, you will have an examination on this unit that will be combined with the examination for the Research methods exam.



	Daily Activities: (For more detail on class activities, see the unit page on my class website.  Cwdunn.weebly.com)


