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I. The age of agricultural civilizations 
(ca. 3500 B.C.E.–ca. 1750 C.E.)

A. The most prominent large-scale trend in this 
phase of human history was the globalization 
of civilization.

1. the first wave—the First Civilizations—was 
already global (see Chapter 3)

2. First Civilizations proved to be fragile and 
vulnerable

a. Mesopotamian city-states were 
absorbed into larger empires

b. Egypt suffered a series of foreign 
conquests

c. Indus Valley civilization declined in 
face of desertification and political 
collapse

d. Norte Chico civilization faded away by 
1800 B.C.E.

e. the Olmecs apparently razed and 
abandoned their major cities around 
400 B.C.E.

f. China fragmented into warring states



I. The age of agricultural civilizations 
(ca. 3500 B.C.E.–ca. 1750 C.E.) 

B. There was no going back from the 
civilization model of human society.

1. new urban-centered and state-based 
societies emerged to replace the First 
Civilizations

2.  smaller civilizations emerged elsewhere

3.  “second wave” civilizations were 
followed by a “third wave” in roughly 500–
1500 C.E. (see Part Three)

C. Sometimes historians focus on civilizations 
and neglect other cultures, but societies 
that were not state- or city-centered 
remained important.



II. Continuities in Civilization

A. The second and third waves of civilization 
didn’t differ much from the first ones, if 
regarded from a panoramic view.

1.  little fundamental change from one to 
the next

2.  no technological or economic 
breakthrough that would allow new kinds of 
human societies to emerge 

B. The age of agricultural civilizations was 
marked by fluctuation, repetitive cycles, and 
minor changes, not by fundamental 
transformations.



III. Changes in Civilization

A. A closer look at the second and third waves 
of civilization indicates many important 
occurrences.

1. more rapid population growth (with 
important fluctuations)

2.  states and empires grew in size, dwarfing 
the First Civilizations

a. brought together many diverse 
peoples in a single political system

b. in the seventeenth century C.E., only 
a third of the world’s land area (but a 
majority of the world’s population) 
was controlled by a state-based 
system

3. the rise and fall of empires had an 
enormous impact on their peoples



IV. Classical Civilizations

A. The next four chapters focus on the major 
second-wave civilizations of the period 500 
B.C.E.–500 C.E.

B. The period is frequently called the “classical 
era” of world history.

1.term emphasizes the enduring traditions 
that developed in this period

2. modern identities of many countries, 
regions, and civilizations are still linked to 
classical-era achievements

C. The “classical era” definition is based largely 
on Eurasian experience.

1. the largest, most influential civilizations 
took shape on the outer rim of Eurasia 
during the classical era

2. around 80 percent of the world’s 
population resided on the Eurasian 
continent 


