Course Title:
AP World History

Instructor:

Chris Dunn




Chris.dunn@gscs.org



678.386.1198




cwdunn.weebly.com (the website for my class)

Course Goal:
To gain a global perspective of World History

Text:
Strayer, Robert. Ways Of The World: A Brief Global History, With Sources, Combined Volume. Bedford St. Martins. June 4, 2010.

Wood, Ethyl, AP World  History: A Course book

5 steps to a 5: AP Psychology McGraw Hill

Sources:
Various journal articles as applicable 
Supplies:

Three-ring binder




Dividers for three-ring binder



Paper




Writing utensils (pencil for tests and pen for essays)

Evaluation:

Your grade in this class will follow the grading policy of the 




School system.  You grade will be made up of:





Daily Grades:

30 percent





Major Grades:

50 percent





Final Exam:

20 percent

The daily grades will be made up of quizzes, essays and other smaller assignments you will be assigned through the year.  The tests will reflect the format of the AP exam.  One-half of the score will come from multiple choice questions that will measure your knowledge of the topics from the foundations of civilizations to present.  The other one-half of the grades for the test will come from free-response questions.  On the AP exam this portion is made up of three essays, a document-based question, a change over time essay, and a comparative essay.  The final exams will have the same format and unit exams will have one of the three essays.
Course Objectives:









1. Students will develop historical thinking skills.


2. Students will explore World History through a global perspective.


3. Students will learn to examine World History through the six themes of AP World History.


4. Students will prepare for and pass the AP examination in May.
About this course:







This course is an introductory course in the study of World History.  This class is considered a college-level course and it will be treated as such.  Students will be expected to stay on top of any assignments they have in order to be successful.  Reading will be assigned each night and in order to succeed you will need to complete this reading and continue to work outside of class.  Students who feel themselves falling behind need to get help.  The longer they wait the harder it will be for them to get back to where they need to be.

Assignments:








Your grade in this class will come from a combination of several areas.  For each unit you will have an examination as well several essays.  Many of these essays will be an analysis of various primary sources located in the book. At least one other essay will be a practice for the free response portion of the AP exam.  This will help you learn how to properly write these essays.  In addition to this you will be graded on your participation in the various Socratic dialogues we will have in class every unit.  These are designed to foster in depth thought that will force you to not only draw conclusions about history but defend your answers to your fellow classmates.  In addition to the unit work each semester you may have a major project that will be a broad topic that covers several units in scope.  You will have an extended length of time for this project and it will amount to roughly 15 percent of your grade each semester. Due to the length of the project, it may take longer than two weeks to get these graded and back to you.
About Me:


It is my desire that all students recognize the importance of studying history.  This is the only way we can truly recognize and understand events in the world around us.  Developing a respect for history takes time and I am here to help you with that process.  I hope that each of you develops a love for history that will stay with you long after you leave school.
Do not be afraid to ask me any questions you may have.  I will gladly help you with anything I can and am available in the mornings before school starts.  All I ask is that you let me know in advance, so I can write you a pass to come down the hall in the morning.  I look forward to an educational year and hope you enjoy this course as much as I do.  If you have any questions or concerns, please ask or email.

